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ratify the firman of concession given by the Viceroy
of Egypt.
De Lesseps, however, held on his course undaunted
and determined to bring his Company into operation.
Writing from Constantinople in April, 1858, he said:
" We have to prove that the so-called chimera is a
reality.... To avoid all misunderstandings in an affair
which should retain its general and commercial
character, the Company will not ask for the assistance
of any of the governments of whose support it was
assured. But it is about to organise itself in a definite
form; it will march resolutely forward and complete
its work, backed up by the investments of its share-
holders of all nations, and by the public opinion of
the whole world. The Scientific Commission will meet
about the end of June, and its report will settle the
conditions under which the works are to be executed,
in order to open the first section of the canal. A
temporary board of administration will then decide how
much capital is to be issued; the shareholders will
receive intimation of when they are to pay their calls,
and every arrangement will be made, so that by the
end of the year the work may be put thoroughly into
hand, and carried on without interruption."
Beneath the surface it had been recognisable all
along that the British Government's hostility to the
enterprise was in reality hostility to France. Palmer-
ston had never disguised his suspicions of French policy,
and such evident unfriendliness towards a great ally
could only be viewed with alarm at Paris. While the
Imperial Government was most cautious and careful to
give no grounds for offence by making the Suez Canal